International efforts directed at attacking the problem of COPD.
COPD is the only leading cause of death that is increasing in prevalence worldwide. The lack of international standardization in the diagnosis of COPD means that intercountry comparisons are difficult. This review highlights the Global Initiative for Obstructive Lung Disease, a program aimed at focusing attention on the importance of COPD as a global health problem, and designing and implementing consistent international strategies for effective prevention, diagnosis, and treatment.